
Orycteropus afer

Other Names
Ant Bear, Earth Pig

Range
Africa, south of the Sahara from Senegal 
Ethiopia and south to South Africa.

Habitat
Grasslands, rainforests, savanna and 
woodland

Description
A medium sized mammal with a stocky, gray 
to grayish pink body, sparsely covered with 
bristly hair, a short neck, a long and muscular 
tail and long, pointed ears. 

Average Size
Length: 43 – 53 in.
Weight: 80 – 140 lbs.
Height: 21 in. at the shoulder

Lifespan
In the wild: Estimated at 15 years
In captivity: Up to 23 years

Diet
In the wild: Termites, ants and occasional fruit
In captivity: Insects

Offspring
One per birth

Gestation
7 – 9 months

Sexual Maturity
2 years of age

Predators
Humans, wild dogs, lions, leopards, hyenas, 
pythons

Population Status
Vulnerable

Behavior
These solitary animals are elusive and nocturnal, preferring to spend the 
day curled up in their burrow sound asleep They can, however, sometimes 
be spotted basking just outside their den in the early morning or late 
afternoon sun. At night, they leave the safety of their underground homes 
in search of food, feeding almost exclusively on ants and termites. Being 

of ground roughly 100 square feet at a time and showing a preference for 
sandy soil that is easy to dig into. Once they locate food, either by digging 

the move, they gather their prey with their 12-inch-long, sticky tongue. They 
do not chew their insect prey, but instead swallow it whole and grind it up in 
a muscular area of their lower stomach.
As the Aardvark progresses from one mound to the next, it will dig small 
(10 ft. long), temporary burrows in which to hide from predators and/or 
sleep the day away. A larger, more permanent burrow of up to 40 feet is 
used as a primary shelter and breeding chamber.

Reproduction and Breeding
Due to their solitary, nocturnal lifestyle, not much is known about wild 
Aardvark mating or about the rearing of their offspring. In the wild, the 
single, furless, six pound baby is born in October or November, with twins 
being rare. In captivity, there is no seasonality. The young Aardvark will 
remain in the burrow for about two weeks before starting to accompany its 
mother on nighttime foraging trips. By the age of six months, the youngster 
can dig for itself, and by 12 months it has reached the size of an adult and 
will be fully independent and living a solitary life. 

Conservation
Although the Aardvark is not listed by the IUCN (International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature) or CITES (Convention on International Trade of 
Endangered Species), they are not immune from a variety of conservation 
challenges. Increasing agriculture and human encroachment has made 

that they need to survive, resulting in a decline in Aardvark populations. 

damage farming equipment, roads, dam walls, and fences, resulting in 
Aardvarks being persecuted by farmers. 
(continued on back)
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Aardvark 

Because they play such a vital role in many ecosystems, creating burrows for other animals and even limiting the enormous 

ground improves the habitat for termites. 

Amazing Facts
An Aardvark can eat up to 50,000 insects each night.  

An Aardvark can dig a two-foot deep hole in just 15 seconds.

In addition to insects, Aardvarks eat a fruit called an “Aardvark Cucumber,” a South African cucumber that is reliant on them for 
seed dispersal.


