
Scientific Name: 
Pongo pygmaeus abelii

Other Names: 
None

Range:  
Island of Sumatra in Indonesia

Habitat:  
Lower to middle canopy layers of mature, 
lowland and tropical rain forests

Average Size:  
Height: 3 - 4  ft.

Weight: 
Male:    100 - 220 lbs.
Female: 80 - 110 lbs.

Description:  
Male: Stout body with long arms and short 
legs. The long coat varies in color from 
orange-brown to red-brown. Mature males 
have well-developed cheek phalanges (fat 
pads) and throat sac (dewlap).  

Female: Smaller than males with shorter hair 
length, no phalanges and a smaller dewlap

Lifespan:  
In the wild: 30 years

In captivity: Up to 50 years

Diet:   
In the wild: Fruit, leaves, bark, flowers, small 
mammals and termites

In the zoo: Fruits, vegetables, monkey chow 
and browse

Gestation:  
8 ½ months

Sexual Maturity: 
Male: 9 years

Female: 8 years

Predators:  
Large carnivores and snakes

Population Status: 
Critically Endangered

Conservation
Because the Sumatran orangutans are only found on one small island, 
they are especially vulnerable to loss of habitat. Their populations have 
decreased as their forests are cut for timber and to accommodate increasing 
human populations in Indonesia. Adult females are also killed for their infants 
to be sold in the pet trade. Current estimates indicate there are only 20,000 
to 30,000 orangutans left in the wild. Conservation efforts coupled with 
education programs provide the best hope for the future of this species.    

Behavior
Orangutans are the largest arboreal mammals and the most arboreal of all 
the great apes. They are diurnal and move about in the trees equally using 
both their hands and feet (quadrupedal climbing). When on the ground, 
they walk on clenched fists rather than on their knuckles like chimpanzees 
and gorillas.

Females have a stable home range that may overlap with other females. 
Males roam widely through these ranges but do not have a specific territory. 
Orangutans are semi-solitary: Females travel with their young, and males 
travel alone. 

The majority of an orangutan’s day is spent foraging for food. They have a 
wide variety in their diet and can eat over 200 different plant species. Some 
orangutans have been documented using sticks to obtain honey or insects 
from the trees. They have also been observed using sticks to remove seeds 
from fruits with stinging hairs. 

Male orangutans have a loud call that advertises their location and serves 
as a warning to other males. The well-developed throat sac, or dewlap, is 
thought to help lower the frequency of these vocalizations so the sound will 
travel further. High frequency sounds do not travel as far. The males’ cheek 
phalanges may act as bullhorns to better direct the vocalizations.    
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Reproduction and Breeding
Males may take up to 18 years to fully develop their secondary sexual characteristics that distinguish them from the immature 
males. These characteristics include a larger body size, large cheek phalanges and a dewlap. These characteristics are visual 
advertisements to females of a male’s maturity since females will only initiate courtship with the most mature male in their 
home range. 

Orangutan females cycle every 25 to 32 days and have young every six to 10 years. Although they are sexually mature at a younger 
age, their first pregnancy is not until their twelfth year. A single infant is most often born. Twins are rare. Sumatran males, unlike 
Bornean males, stay with the pregnant female until after the birth. This longer lasting bond may be in response to the aggressive 
competitors and large predators that are absent on the island of Borneo.
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Amazing Facts
Males have a “long call” that can be heard over 1 km (2/3 mi.) away!

Each night orangutans build a new nest in which to sleep!

There are two different sub-species of orangutans:  The Bornean and the Sumatran!
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