
Scientific Name:  
Terathipius ecaudatus

Other Names:  
None

Range:  
Sub-Saharan Africa, from Senegal to 
Somalia and South Africa

Habitat:
Open savannas, dense woodlands, coastal 
plains and rocky uplands

Average Size
Length: 23 in.
Weight: 4 - 6 lbs.

Lifespan:  
16 - 23 years

Diet:   
In the wild: Small mammals, birds, reptiles, 
eggs, crabs, insects and carrion
In the zoo: Bird of prey prepared diet, rabbits, 
rats and trout

Fledging Period:
15 - 16 weeks

Incubation:
52 - 59 days

Nesting Cycle: 
Estimated to be 140 - 150 days

Clutch Size: 
One egg

Plumage:
Male: mostly black body with chestnut back 
and nape. Shoulders of wings are grey.  Feet 
and legs are bright scarlet, as is the skin 
surrounding the yellow beak.

Female: slightly larger with wing primaries 
grey instead of black.

Predators: 
Large birds of prey

Population Status:
Vulnerable

Conservation
The bateleur eagle is fairly common throughout its range. It is threatened 
by habitat loss and persecution in some areas of its range, especially in 
southern Africa. This particular eagle is one of the top ten priority species on 
the raptor Taxon Advisory Group (TAG). The Sacramento Zoo participates 
by contributing to research that will help with conservation efforts.

Behavior
Bateleur eagles are active during the day, spending most of their time 160 
feet in the air searching for food. When not in flight, they spend most of the 
time perched or standing on the ground at the waters’ edge. Like most birds 
of prey, they enjoy the sun and spread their wings like solar panels to absorb 
the sun’s rays.  

This eagle has a large range and can cover up to 300 miles in one day. Its 
top speed during flight rarely exceeds 50 mph and averages at 35 mph. 
The short tail allows it to bank and turn with ease, creating a very distinctive 
flight pattern.

Although the bateleur eagle is sociable and has been seen in large 
groupings; adult pairs are territorial and reside alone in most areas.This 
often forces the juvenile birds to become more mobile and nomadic.    

Reproduction and Breeding
Mating pairs of eagles enact a dramatic courtship flight. The male often 
performs 360 degree rolls while the female flies on her back. They pair will 
bond for life. Both the male and female assist with building the two-foot-wide 
nest, which is made of strong sticks in a baobab or acacia tree. As with many 
birds of prey, the nest can be reused year after year. The male assists with 
incubation, protection of the nest and feeding the young.  

The fledgling is independent at four months of age but will not attain sexual 
maturity or adult plumage until age seven.   
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Amazing Facts
Some African tribes revere this eagle. They believe that they will be victorious in battle if the eagle flies over the enemy!

The bateleur eagle can spend up to nine hours in the air each day searching for food!

“Bateleur” is a French word meaning “acrobat”.  It is an appropriate name because of the aerial maneuvers the eagle performs!!! 
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