
Scientifi c Name
Epicrates cenchria cenchria

Other Names
Slender boa

Range
The Amazon basin of Brazil, Southern 
Venezuela, Guyana, French Guiana and 
Suriname

Habitat
Woodland forests, savannas and rain forests

Average Size
Length:  4 – 6 ft. 
Weight: 2 – 3 lbs. 

Description
Reddish-brown, round-bodied, medium sized 
snake with smooth, soft scales and great 
iridescence. Three parallel stripes on the 
head and neck give way to black rings down 
the back.

Lifespan
In the wild: Estimated at 10 years
In captivity: Up to 30 years

Diet
In the wild: Rodents, birds and lizards
In captivity: Mice and rats

Gestation
5 months

Offspring
2 – 35 live young

Sexual Maturity
2 ½ - 4 years

Predators
Birds of prey, small carnivores and humans

Population Status
Not Threatened

Behavior
This mostly terrestrial snake is nocturnal and actively searches for prey 
in forest clearings and rocky areas, using heat sensing pits on its jaw to 
help locate unseen prey. Brazilian rainbow boas are excellent swimmers 
that avoid hunting in the water, but often hunt for amphibians at the waters 
edge.

Once their prey is located, they grab their prey with sharp, backwards 
facing teeth and wrap two or three times around with their coils. Strong 
constrictors, Brazilian rainbow boas squeeze a little harder each time the 
prey exhales, preventing the lungs from functioning. 

Reproduction and Breeding
Breeding season for the Brazilian rainbow boa is species is from November 
to January. As with many snakes, sexual maturity is based on length rather 
than age, with males breeding at roughly four feet in length and females at 
four and one half feet. 

This species is considered ovoviviparous. The young develop in eggs that 
are retained by the female (with no placental contact) but hatch inside the 
body and are born alive. Neither parent assists or provides parental care 
of any kind to the hatchlings, who will begin hunting for baby rodents in a 
weeks time. 

Conservation
Although common in many parts of their range, habitat destruction and 
human encroachment threaten the future of this species. 

Because of their beautiful coloring, they are one of the most sought 
after exotic snakes for the pet trade. In the 1980’s hundreds of Brazilian 
rainbow boas were removed from the wild and exported for sale. Many of 
the individuals did not survive the process, spurring conservation friendly 
captive breeding programs available today. 

In some areas of their range, indigenous people encourage the snakes to 
cohabitate around their villages to control rodent populations that have had 
serious health effects on the people and their crops.  
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Brazilian Rainbow Boa

Amazing Facts

The Brazilian rainbow boa is one of 12 (some disputed) sub species of rainbow boa!

Boas are considered by scientists to be primitive snakes, demonstrated by the presence of two vestigial, hind limbs. These remnants
of legs appear as spurs on either side of the cloaca! 
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