
Vulpes zerda

Other Names
None

Range
North Africa including Algeria, Chad, Egypt 
(including the Asian portion, northern Sinai), 
Libya, Mali, Mauritania, Morocco, Niger, 
Sudan, and Tunisia

Habitat
Sandy and semideserts with stable sand 
dunes 

Description
A small, sandy colored fox with massive 
ears, large black eyes, and a short muzzle; 
the large, bushy tail is reddish in color with a 
black tip.

Average Size
Length: 1.5 – 2 feet 
Weight: 2 – 2.5 pounds 

Lifespan
In the wild: Estimated at 10 years
In captivity: 12 – 14 years

Diet
In the wild: Insects, rodents, birds, lizards, 
roots and tubers
In captivity: Prepared carnivore chow, insects 
and vegetables

Offspring
2 – 5

Gestation
50 days

Sexual Maturity
9 – 11 months

Predators
Domestic dogs and humans 

Population Status
Not Threatened

Behavior
These foxes are moderately social and dwell in small communities 
composed of mated pairs and offspring. They tend to hunt alone, locating 
their prey by listening for it and then killing it with a quick bite to the neck.

The Fennec Fox is perfectly adapted to life in the harsh deserts of 
Africa, where daytime temperatures are record breaking and freezing 
temperatures at night are not uncommon. Thick, woolly fur insulates them 
against the cold, desert nights. Long, soft hairs on their feet protect them 
from extreme temperatures and help them move swiftly on loose sand. 
Their large ears act like radiators by dissipating heat as well as providing 
excellent hearing with which to detect predators and prey. 

survives by obtaining moisture through their food. They conserve water by 
remaining in their burrows during the hot days and venturing out only at 
night. 

Reproduction and Breeding
Breeding season runs from January to February with vixens (females) 
remaining in estrus for only a few days. Like other canids, males mark 
their territory with urine and become aggressive competitors during mating 
season. Fennec Foxes mate for life and the parents often enlist the aid of 
older siblings to help care for offspring. This monogamous pairing enables 
a social structure where each breeding couple or family has its own 
territory. 

The females give birth in March and April and the males provide food and 
defend the burrow until the cubs are four weeks old. The young foxes are 
weaned at three months, but they remain with their parents and siblings in 
the same territory until they are ready to breed. 

Conservation

by the IUCN (International Union for Conservation of Nature) and is 
protected from international trade on Appendix II of CITES (Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species), there are some substantial 
conservation concerns.
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In northern Africa, locals hunt and trap Fennec Foxes for meat or to sell to 
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tourists. Indigenous people hunt and kill them for their fur. Because of these threats, their numbers have declined in certain populations 
in northwestern Africa. Fennec Foxes have disappeared in some areas altogether due to new permanent human settlements such as 
those in southern Morocco.

They are legally protected in Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia and Egypt and are found in a number of protected areas throughout their range. 
Further studies on wild populations are needed to assess the conservation concerns and status of the Fennec Fox. 

Amazing Facts

This is the smallest of all the foxes in the world.

Despite many Fennec Foxes having been bred in captivity, much of their behavior and ecology in the wild remains unknown.  

These foxes are so adapted to the heat that they only start to pant when temperatures exceed 95 degrees Fahrenheit. 


