
Scientific Name:
Dendrocygna bicolor

Other Names:
Fulvous tree duck

Range:
Africa, Asia, southwestern United States, 
South America, Mexico

Habitat:
Lakes, ponds, freshwater marshes, 
swamps and fields under irrigation

Average Size:
Length:  18 – 21 inches
Weight:   1 – 3 lbs.

Lifespan: 
Estimated to be 20 years

Diet:
In the wild: Grass seeds, fruits and 
vegetation. Often found feeding in rice fields.
In the zoo: Commercial waterfowl grain 
and greens.

Incubation:
24 – 28 days

Fledging Period:
8 – 9 weeks

Clutch Size:
8 – 14 eggs

Plumage:
Tawny brown with a dark brown back 
and crown. Broken horizontal white slashes 
on each side of the body and white feathers 
under the tail. Bill, legs and feet are gray.

Predators:
Carnivores, birds of prey and snakes

Population Status:
Not Threatened

Conservation
This d uck is common over most of its original range. Although the 
population is listed as stable, use of toxic pesticides caused whistling duck 
numbers to decrease from thousands to hundreds in the 1960s. In the 
past decade, there has been a decrease in many of these toxins allowing 
duck populations to increase.  Continual hunting and loss of habitat add to  
the list of threats to this species.  

Behavior
The fulvous whistling duck is a gregarious bird that associates freely with 
other species.  They are usually found in small groups, but large flocks do 
occur. Although they are mostly sedentary, fulvous ducks are subject to 
seasonal movements depending upon changes in the availability of food 
and water.

They feed mostly at night by up-ending, dabbling and occasionally diving. 
This particular species is rather shy and wary.

Reproduction and Breeding
Fulvous tree ducks breed readily and almost year-round in southern 
climates. As with most waterfowl, they perform complex mating displays 
and vocalizations. The pair bond lasts only for the season. The nests are 
made in dense marsh vegetation trampled down to form a platform above 
the water. Some nests are found in tree cavities close to the ground. The 
female will “dump” eggs into the nest of other fulvous ducks and sometimes 
into other duck species’ nests as well. Hopefully, another mother will raise 
her ducklings thus increasing the number of offspring she will have.

Both the male and female incubate the eggs, and, once they hatch, the male 
will assist with protection of the young. The young leave the nest soon after 
hatching and hide amongst dense vegetation.  
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Amazing Facts
The fulvous whistling duck is capable of making a wide variety of vocalizations!

There are eight species of whistling ducks!

Sometimes, young ducks climb on the backs of their parents for a ride!
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