
Scientific Name:  
Buceros bicornis

Other Names:
Great Indian hornbill, Great pied hornbill

Range:  
India, Indonesia, Malay Peninsula 
and Sumatra

Habitat: 
Primarily evergreen and moist, deciduous 
forests along the Himalayan foothills and 
lowland plains

Size: 
Male:
Length: 37.5 to 41.5 in.
Weight: 6.6 lbs.   

Female:
Length: 37.5 to 41.5 in.
Weight: 5.7lbs.

Lifespan:  
Estimated at 35-40 years

Diet:
In the wild: Primarily fruit, but also small 
mammals, lizards, snakes and insects
In the zoo: Monkey biscuits, fruits and 
vegetables 

Incubation:  
38 - 40 days

Nesting cycle: 
113 - 140 days

Clutch Size:
1 - 2 eggs

Plumage: 
Male: Black body with white neck, wing 
coverts and flight feathers.  
Black markings on the massive yellow bill 
and double pronged casque on top of the bill.  
Feet and legs are olive green, and the eyes 
are red.
Female: Similar to male with smaller body 
and casque. Unmarked bill and white eyes.

Predators:   
Large carnivores and birds of prey

Conservation Status:  
Vulnerable

Conservation
Because much of the rain forest in western India and Asia has been felled, 
this particular species has become vulnerable. In addition, they are also 
hunted for food and medicine since the chick’s blood is thought by tribesman 
to comfort the soul of the deceased.  

While many species have successfully bred in captivity, there are few 
wild preserves large enough to support viable populations of these larger 
hornbills. On a positive note, some hornbill species have re-colonized areas 
that have been recently logged (within five to 13 years). This ability to adapt 
might ensure the success of hornbill populations in the future. 

The Sacramento Zoo is involved with the great hornbill Species Survival 
Plan®. We have one of the only breeding pairs in the United States and are 
at the forefront of research for this species. 

Behavior
Great hornbills have a very loud, distinctive call heard particularly at the 
start of breeding season or when birds return to the roost.  This honking 
call is repeated at regular intervals. Great hornbills can be found in pairs, 
small family groups or flocks of up to 40 birds. Although they can cover a 
large area during daily feedings, they may spend a whole day at particular 
fruiting trees. Great hornbills may leave the forests to feed on isolated figs or 
bamboo but prefer to stay in the forest. They use communal roosts regularly 
with three to four birds per tree and arrive via the same route each sunset.

Reproduction and Breeding
Great hornbills form monogamous, territorial pairs. Mass courtships involving 
20 or more birds have been documented. The nests are made in natural tree 
holes, trunks of dead trees, or in primary limbs of living trees, and the birds 
will defend a 100 meter territory surrounding the nest. When the female is 
ready to lay her eggs, she will seal herself into the nest using feces, wood, 
bark and food debris, leaving a small slit for the male to pass food through 
to her. The male makes roughly five feeding visits per day, regurgitating food 
for the female and her young.  When the chicks begin to grow and the nest 
gets too crowded, the female will leave and reseal the nest. The parents will 
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continue to feed the chicks in the nest cavity until their casque begins to develop at roughly four to five months. At this time, the family 
may form into a small flock that ranges widely in search of food. 

Amazing Facts
 The casque of the great hornbill can be seven and one-half inches long!

Their wingspan measures up to 62 inches!

Their “whooshing” wingbeats can be heard over a half mile away!
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