
Scientific Name:
Equus grevi

Other Names:
Imperial zebra

Range:
Africa, from southern Ethiopia 
to northern Kenya

Habitat:
Grasslands and mountainous scrub brush

Average Size:
Male and Female: 
Body:   108 in.
Tail:       20 in.
Height:  5 ft., at the shoulders
Weight: 850 - 900 lbs.

Description
Male: Large, horse-like body with very narrow 
brown or black stripes that extend down the 
legs to the hooves. Short, bristly mane is dark 
brown to black. Long head has large, 
striped ears.
Female: Smaller than the male

Lifespan:
In the wild: Estimated at 20 years
In captivity: Up to 35 years

Diet:
In the wild: Grasses, shrubs and tree foliage
In the zoo: Oat and alfalfa hay, herbivore 
pellets, and assorted vegetables as treats

Gestation:
12 ½ months

Offspring:
1 foal

Sexual Maturity:
Male: 6 years

Female: 3 years

Predators:
Crocodiles, lions, leopards, cheetah, hyena, 
wild dog, and other carnivores

Population Status:
Endangered

Conservation
The wild population of Grèvy’s zebras has been drastically reduced in the 
past few decades. Although protected by law, their beautiful pelts continue 
to demand a good price on the black market. Loss of habitat and competition 
from cattle are also threats to their survival. 

The Sacramento Zoo participates in the Grèvy’s zebra Species Survival 
Plan®. The main focus of this plan is captive breeding and educational 
awareness to prevent the extinction of this species. Grèvy’s zebras are a 
fairly hardy species that breeds well in captivity, a trait that will greatly aid in 
its survival.

Behavior
Because this species of zebra lives in a drier, less nutrient-rich habitat, 
their social organization is very different from that of other zebras. Intense 
competition among females for limited resources prevents long-lasting 
bonds from being formed. Because there are no unified harems to defend, 
male Grèvy’s zebras are forced to defend the areas containing the resources 
the females require. Therefore, stallions live alone in large territories of up 
to 10 square miles. They patrol the boundaries of these areas and mark the 
edges with large dung piles and urine. Stallions maintain exclusive breeding 
rights to the females that pass through their domain, but competition for 
females remains extreme and violent.

Life on the African plains is full of danger and predators are a constant threat 
to the zebras’ survival. Excellent hearing, with large ears that can rotate 
in any direction, is their main defense. Because Grèvy’s zebras are more 
solitary, they do not have the safety of a large herd to protect them. Their 
eyes are on the sides of their heads, allowing them to see in all directions, 
with only a small blind spot directly behind them. It is also thought that they 
have limited color vision, which helps to determine predators on the horizon. 
With speeds of up to 35 miles per hour, and with enough advanced warning 
it is possible for a zebra to outrun many of its predators.
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Reproduction and Breeding
Breeding and mating occur in the same season, coinciding with the new growth of vegetation in the spring. Females get the males’ 
attention by urinating on the surrounding vegetation. Male contests for females include loud vocalizations, rearing up, biting, 
and kicking. 

Once the foal is born, it can walk and run with the herd within an hour. This is especially important since newborn foals are easily 
captured and killed by predators. Although the foal is not weaned for almost one year, it will begin eating grasses and shrubs within a 
few weeks of birth. Foals are extremely playful, often engaging in mock attacks and chases that will aid in their survival in the coming 
years. The foals sometimes remain with their mothers for up to three years, though they are independent at around 1 1/2 years old. 
Females usually breed every year, but due to the demands of birthing and rearing a foal, give birth only every other year.   
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Amazing Facts
No two zebras are alike. Each animal has its own unique stripe pattern!

Grèvy’s zebras are the largest of the zebra species!

A zebra’s stripes are important camouflage. They are used to confuse predators and keep them from singling out just one animal!




