
Scientifi c Name
Amazona farinosa inornata

Other Names
Mealy Amazon 

Range
South America from Venezuela to 
Southeastern Colombia, and Brazil to 
Northern Bolivia

Habitat
Humid rain forests and foothills

Average size
Length: 14 – 17 in. 
Weight: 1.5 lbs.

Description
Medium sized parrot with green feathers, a 
short tail, reddish-orange eyes and white eye 
ring. Beak, legs and feet are pale brown. 

Lifespan
In the wild: Estimated at 30 – 40 years
In captivity: 40 – 50 years

Diet
In the wild: Fruit, berries, seeds, nuts, 
blossoms and leaf buds
In the zoo:  Fruits, vegetables, seeds, nuts, 
and Zupreem (commercially prepared) 
biscuits

Incubation
26 – 28 days

Clutch Size
1 – 4 eggs

Fledgling Period
60 – 70 days

Sexual Maturity
Male: 4 – 5 years of age
Female: Same as the male

Predators
Birds of prey, snakes and domestic pets

Population Status
Not Threatened

Behavior
These parrots are active in the early morning and late afternoon, fl ying high 
above the canopy to and from their feeding sites. During the non-breeding 
seasons, they gather in fl ocks of more than fi fty birds and can be heard a 
great distance away. Like most parrots, they are extremely communicative 
and have a wide variety of vocalizations. Their calling notes are less 
raucous than other Amazons and have a distinctive mellow tone. When 
resting they have been observed to make soft, clucking noises. 

Reproduction and Breeding
The breeding season is generally between November and May. The nests 
are made in hollows of large trees lined with wood and regurgitated food 
particles. The female incubates the eggs herself while the male feeds her 
and guards the nest. Once the eggs hatch, the male continues to feed his 
mate and the chicks. Soon the female will also leave the nest for short 
intervals, but will return often to feed the hatchlings. 

Conservation
As with most animals that make their home in the rain forest, loss of habitat 
is a main factor threatening their survival. 
Plain-colored Amazons are listed as appendix II of CITES, and their 
populations are far from stable. The pet trade, both legal and illegal, has 
had a negative impact on their numbers. Many Amazons were specifi cally 
brought into the USA due to the large amount of interest in their mimicking 
abilities. Trade on parrot importation has become restricted and zoos 
recommend that people purchase only captive-bred birds. 
The Sacramento Zoo works to educate the public on the issues that affect 
this bird’s survival and encourages them to make well-informed choices 
when dealing with exotic animals as pets.
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Plain-colored amazon

Amazing Facts

The plain-colored Amazons are good at imitating human speech!

Parrots have two toes facing forward and two toes facing backwards (zygodactyl) to help this hold onto the branches!

This is one of the largest Amazon species! 
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