
Scientific Name:
Ailurus fulgens
Other Names:
Lesser panda, fire fox, bamboo cat, 
bear cat, Wah
Range:
Eastern Asia including Nepal, Burma, 
Tibet, and south-central China
Habitat:
Mixed deciduous-coniferous forests 
and bamboo thickets
Average Size:
Length:
Body:    1 ½ - 2 feet
Tail:       1 – 1 ½ feet
Weight:  6 – 10 lbs.
Description:
Small carnivore with long, soft body fur and 
bushy, ringed tail.  Upper parts are rusty to 
chestnut with legs and belly a dark reddish-
brown to black.  The muzzle, lips, cheeks, 
and edges of ears are white and there are 
dark eye patches surrounding the eyes.
Lifespan:
In the wild:  Unknown
In captivity: Up to 13 years
Diet:
In the wild: bamboo sprouts, grasses, roots, 
fruits, acorns (occasionally insects, eggs, 
young birds, and small rodents)

In the zoo: Vegetables, fruits and browse
Gestation:
112 – 158 days

Litter Size: 
1 – 4 young

Sexual Maturity:
18 months

Predators:
Large cats, snakes, and birds of prey

Population Status:
Endangered

Conservation
Red pandas, like many species that inhabit the Asian forests, are 
endangered. The most common threat to their survival is loss of habitat by 
human encroachment and domestic cattle grazing. Although law protects 
them, their beautiful coloration makes them highly vulnerable to poachers 
in the fur trade. Due to their quiet nature they are even found in the pet 
market.

Behavior
Red pandas are crepuscular and extremely arboreal.  They spend many 
daylight hours curled up in the trees with their heads resting on the branches. 
Their red and white markings perfectly mimic the reddish-brown tree trunks 
with the white lichen of their habitat. They are excellent climbers and will 
readily descend trees head first, using their hind legs for gripping and their 
tails for support and balance. In the evening hours, they climb to the ground 
to eat bamboo plants, but return to the trees to sleep. Although red pandas 
can move rapidly when foraging for food, they are fairly sedentary creatures 
with slow metabolisms.  In fact, their metabolisms are similar to those of tree 
sloths!

Although red pandas are mostly solitary, they actively communicate with 
one another using a variety of vocalizations. Most commonly they emit short 
whistles or squeaking notes. When provoked, they stand on their hind legs 
and make a series of hisses and grunts.  Other visual displays include tail 
wagging and head shaking.  Even though they have relatively small home 
ranges, red pandas scent mark the boundaries of their territories by leaving 
a musky odor on tree branches and bamboo shoots.

Reproduction and Breeding
Red pandas breed during the winter months.  For a few weeks before 
mating, the male will closely associate with a female, continuously checking 
her urine and feces to determine if she is receptive. The female initiates 
mating by flicking her tail and increasing her activity.  The actual mating 
process can last from three to 40 minutes.
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Just before giving birth, the female makes a nest of grasses, sticks, and leaves in the hollow of a tree or in a rock crevice.  Although 
the male may remain within the general territory, he will play no role in rearing or caring for the young. Because of the long gestation 
period, it is thought that red pandas might undergo delayed implantation, where the fertilized embryo is held in stasis for some 
months. The young are born with their eyes and ears closed and covered in grey fur. At 18 days their eyes open and they begin to be 
more active, and the mother leaves the den more often. It will be two months, however, before they engage in active play with their 
siblings to learn the behaviors needed for survival in the wild. At 70 days, they attain adult coloration, but it will be one year before 
they reach adult size.  At three months of age, red pandas begin to eat solid food. At this point, they are already excellent climbers 
and mostly independent from their mother, although they will remain with her for one year or until her next litter is born.

Amazing Facts
Red pandas are related to the raccoon.
These carnivores were first described in literature in the early 1800s.
Their scientific name means, “fire colored cat”.
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