
Scientific Name:
Panthera tigris sumatrae

Other Names:
None

Range:
Island of Sumatra in Indonesia

Habitat:
Tropical rain forests and swamps

Average Size:
Male: 
Length: 7 - 8.5 ft.
Weight: 220 - 310 lbs.

Female:
Length: 7 - 7.5 ft.
Weight: 165 - 242 lbs.

Description:
Male: Large cat with rounded ears, fur 
growths on cheeks, long tail and a short neck 
mane. The body is reddish-yellow to rust 
brown with vertical black stripes.

Female: Smaller than the male

Lifespan:
In the wild: Up to 26 years
In captivity: Up to 26 years

Diet:
In the wild: Deer, pig, small 
mammals and birds

In the zoo: Prepared feline diet and bones

Sexual Maturity:
Male: 4 - 5 years

Female: 3 - 4 years

Gestation:
3 ½ months

Litter Size:
2 - 3 cubs

Predators:
Other tigers, humans

Population Status:
Critically Endangered

Conservation
Because this subspecies of tiger is found only on Sumatra, its numbers are 
drastically low. There are five national preserves on the island that hold an 
estimated 400 to 500 wild Sumatran tigers. There are another 210 living in 
zoos around the world.

While loss of habitat, human encroachment and loss of suitable prey are the 
most common threats to their survival, poaching for tiger products used in 
traditional medicines continues to threaten their future.

The Sacramento Zoo participates in the Sumatran Tiger Species Survival 
Plan® by housing this subspecies and working to educate the public on 
conservation solutions that may prevent its extinction. 

Behavior
Sumatran tigers, like other tigers, are mostly solitary. Although they have 
an excellent sense of smell, they rely mainly on hearing and eyesight when 
hunting. Because they can only attain speeds of 25 miles per hour, they 
cannot outrun their prey and must rely on stealth and camouflage to get 
within 50 feet of their prey. At this range, the tiger will quickly pounce upon 
the animal, bringing it to the ground with a powerful neck bite. Death is 
usually by strangulation or suffocation. Because competition is high, tigers 
often drag the carcass to a secluded spot before beginning to eat. Failed 
hunting attempts are common, and the success rate for tiger kills is only 
10 percent.

Sumatran tigers are very territorial and have large home ranges. Boundaries 
are marked every few days or weeks with urine, feces or by scratch marks 
left on trees. Males often overlap their ranges with those of several females. 
They have exclusive breeding rights to those nearby females.

Reproduction and Breeding
As with most tropical mammals, Sumatran tigers can breed throughout the 
year. Most births, however, occur from November to April. Males patrol their 
territory and check urine markings left by females to determine if one is in 
estrus. The pairing only lasts three to six days, with as many as 100 matings 
occurring per day. After the brief mating period, the male leaves the female 
to raise the cubs on her own.
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The female makes her den in a cave, rocky crevice or in dense vegetation. The cubs are born blind, but their eyes begin to open 
within two weeks. Although they nurse for up to six months, at five to six months of age the cubs will begin to accompany their mother 
on hunting trips. At one year old the cubs will be reliable hunters. By the time they are two years old, they leave their mother to 
secure their own territories. Females may remain near their mothers or even share her territory, but males travel further to establish 
their own territory. Although females must wait to breed again until the current cubs are independent, some wait three to four years 
in between litters. 

Amazing Facts
There are currently five subspecies of tiger. Three other sub-species have gone extinct since the 1950s!

In the wild, a tiger can consume up to 80 pounds of meat in one day!

Tigers make a variety of vocalizations from growls to roars and snarls. Only tigers make the chuffing noise, which is a greeting!
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