
Scientific Name: 
Podargus strigoides

Other Name:
Mopoke, night hawk

Range:
Australia and Tasmania

Habitat:
Woodlands, dense forests, riverbeds, 
deserts, and eucalyptus groves

Average Size:
Length: 12 - 18 in.
Weight: 3/4 - 1 lb.
Wingspan: 18 - 24 in.

Lifespan:
Estimated at 12 years

Diet:
In the wild: Small mammals, frogs, snails, 
lizards, mice, insects, spiders and small birds

In the zoo: Mice and bird of prey 
prepared diet

Incubation:
30 days

Fledging Period:
4 weeks

Clutch Size:
2 eggs

Plumage:
Rust brown to gray body with large facial 
bristles surrounding the bill    

Predators:
Birds of prey

Population Status:
Not Threatened

Conservation
The tawny frogmouth is found in a variety of habitats throughout its range. 
It does not appear to be afraid of humans and is often found in surburban 
parks and neighborhoods. Although  loss of habitat and human development 
threaten some local populations, their ability to adapt will ensure 
their survival.

They are a studbook species, so their captive populations are actively 
managed.

Behavior
Although the tawny frogmouth is common, information is limited due to 
their nocturnal activities. They sleep against the branches of mallee, belar 
or eucalyptus trees, flattening themselves for camouflage. Between sunset 
and dawn the frogmouth flies from its perch, quietly swooping down to grab 
its prey. They occasionally eat fruit or road-kill carrion to supplement their 
diet. They are non-migratory except in a few areas of Australia. The tawny 
frogmouth has one of the best defensive disguises. When they sense 
danger, they freeze in a position that looks exactly like a dead tree branch, 
thus fooling predators. Vocalizations for this species include low pitched 
hoots, occasional hisses and screeches.  

Reproduction and Breeding
The tawny frogmouth nests and roosts with its mate all year.  When 
breeding season begins, the male will either build a nest using sticks or use 
the old nest of another bird.  He will then line it with lichen, moss, spider web 
and his own feathers.  The nest is often found 16 to 32 feet above the 
ground.  The male shares in incubating the eggs and the pair takes turns  
hunting for food.  After the chicks hatch, both parents feed and care for the 
young. One of the parents is always with the chicks, protecting them from  
predators and shading them from the sun with its wings. 
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Amazing Facts
There are seven frogmouth races!

Tawny frogmouths have no oil glands for preening!

The facial bristles are feathers hardened like bone to help them detect and capture food!
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