
Scientific Name:
Rhynchopsitta pachyrhyncha pachyrhyncha

Other Names:
None

Range:
Northern and central Mexico. Formerly 
in southern Arizona and southwestern 
New Mexico

Habitat:  
Highland forests, pine forests and foothills

Average Size:
Length: 15 in.
Weight: 1/2 - 3/4 lb.

Lifespan:
Estimated at 40 - 60 years

Diet:
In the wild: Pine seeds, nuts, berries, 
fruits and acorns 
In the zoo: Fruits, vegetables, Zupreem 
biscuits, seeds, nuts and vitamins

Incubation:
28 days

Fledging Period:
5 weeks

Clutch:
1 - 3 eggs

Plumage:
Bright to olive- green body with forehead, 
eye stripe, bend of wing and thighs deep 
red. Yellow patch under wing coverts that is 
conspicuous in flight. Beak black, legs and 
feet dark gray.

Predators:
Hawks and other birds of prey

Population Status:
Endangered

Conservation
The thick-billed parrot used to have a large range, encompassing the 
southwestern United States. They are considered rare and rapidly decreasing 
in numbers, especially in Mexico. Loss of habitat due to deforestation is the 
foremost reason for this bird’s decline, but mining activities in some areas 
further stress the population. 

The Sacramento Zoo is working nationwide with zoos and government 
agencies on a captive breeding program that will help reestablish this bird in 
its former United States range. Sacramento Zoo staff coordinate the Survival 
Plan Studbook for this species which assists with the management of 
captive thick-billed populations.    

Behavior
These parrots are very social and congregate in large groups to roost at 
night.  Each morning, they fly in small groups to their feeding sites, vocalizing 
most of the way. They can be seen initially foraging for seeds in the trees 
but will later descend to the ground for the fallen nuts and acorns. They fly 
rapidly through the forests with shallow wingbeats but are able to glide for 
long distances as well.  

Reproduction and Breeding
Thick-billed parrots usually nest from early July to September. The nests are 
holes made in tall pine trees, often in the old nest sites of woodpeckers. The 
eggs are laid on a layer of decayed wood dust and other plant material. The 
male feeds his mate every three to four hours while she incubates the eggs. 
Both the male and female remain at the nest at night. Once the eggs hatch, 
the male must provide food for the chicks as well. After three weeks, the 
female will leave the nest in search of food to fulfill the needs of the rapidly 
growing young.  

Amazing Facts
The thick-billed parrot is the only living parrot species native to the 
United States!

The call of this parrot can be heard up to one mile away!

They can be found at up to 11,150 feet in elevation!
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