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Kyle Burks, the Sacramento Zoo’s Director/CEO, departed the Sacramento 

Zoo in the beginning of July for a position with the Audubon Nature Institute. 

We are certainly sorry to see Kyle move on, but we also understand that this is 

a marvelous career opportunity for him. In his two years here, I truly believe he 

helped move this institution five to 10 years along a path to the future of our 

reimagined Sacramento Zoo. He leaves a legacy of change that we intend  

to continue   — a new master plan, an unprecedented capital campaign plan,  

a brighter and fresher look and feel for our brand, a re-energized experience  

for our visitors. And the grounds and facilities have never looked better! 

Kyle has left the zoo in good hands. The zoo’s CFO, Robert Churchill, has the 

board’s full support as interim director and CEO. Robert, named Small Public 

Agency CFO of the Year in 2016 by the Sacramento Business Journal, has been 

with the zoo for four years.

Of course, animal welfare remains the zoo’s highest priority and, once hired,  

will be for the new director as well. Status quo isn’t good enough anymore.  

The board of trustees will be seeking a new director who shares our determination 

to keep the momentum going, who is a visionary and creative change agent, who 

has experience in carrying out a master plan and a capital campaign to pay for it 

and who will continue to make our visitor experience fresh and engaging. 

Because we’re looking for someone with such specific capabilities, we have 

engaged an international management search firm with zoo experience to find 

just the right fit for the Sacramento Zoo. If all goes according to plan, we should 

have a new director and CEO by the start of 2018. 

These are exciting times. We’re no longer the little zoo in Land Park. We’re the  

most-visited major amenity in the Sacramento region. Our commitment to 

conservation and animal care is exemplary. Our planned Biodiversity Center will 

provide an invaluable launch pad for the new Sacramento Zoo in the 21st century. 

A message from the Board of Trustees President, 

Jeff Raimundo



As we wrap up the celebration of the Sacramento Zoo’s 90th anniversary, we are hard at work 

developing a plan for the future. CLR Design, Inc. is an internationally recognized, award-winning 

architectural firm that is developing a comprehensive master plan for the zoo. Designed to span a suite 

of projects over the next 15-20 years, elements of this thoughtfully constructed master plan will be 

creatively and carefully sequenced to ensure that the Sacramento Zoo stays on an exciting course 

of innovation and improvement for many years to come. The plan is still evolving and in future 

months will include approval from the city of Sacramento as well as input from you, our community. 



With two top priorities — animal welfare and providing guests with inspiring 

experiences — the zoo’s master plan is centered on the concept of transparency. 

Guests who visit the Sacramento Zoo will not only be enthralled by immersive 

exhibits, they will also be provided with an unparalleled look at how animal care 

and veterinary professionals work with these amazing animals.  As we begin to 

reimagine the Sacramento Zoo, the first major project will be a Biodiversity Center.

This center reinvents the existing Reptile House by creating an all-new, uniquely 

immersive experience where the secret worlds of reptiles and amphibians will  

be revealed alongside other animal groups, including fish and invertebrates. 

Biodiversity Center



The vision for the Biodiversity Center is to provide an experience 

where guests will have an up-close opportunity to see many of the 

diverse animal species that the Sacramento Zoo has to share.  

The Biodiversity Center will predominantly highlight animals from 

North and South America, connecting guests to their fellow California 

natives and illustrating how they relate to similar species around 

the globe. Large habitats with underwater and shoreline views will 

take guests on a journey through northern California rivers and the 

Amazon. Guests will be able to speak with zookeepers preparing food 

and caring for a variety of species and also get a glimpse into the zoo’s 

Conservation Lab, where the true work of saving species in the wild 

will be happening every day. Please stay tuned as we look toward the 

future and begin to completely reimagine the Sacramento Zoo!



What is a Registered Veterinary Technician?
By Alison Mott, RVT

What is a registered veterinary technician (RVT)? The short answer is, we perform a 

variety of roles that include skills similar to a nurse, anesthesia technician, laboratory 

technician, radiology technician, dental hygienist, pharmacy technician, rehabilitation 

therapist, dietician, educator, and caretaker all rolled into one. We are “Jacks of all trades” 

(or Jill, in our case!). 

The Sacramento Zoo employs two full-time RVTs and one on-call RVT in the Dr. Murray 

E. Fowler Veterinary Hospital. I have been with the Sacramento Zoo for 11 years, and 

started my zoo career as a relief zookeeper. After receiving my license to become an 

RVT in 2006 and gaining a few years’ experience working with the zoo’s collection,  

I transferred to the veterinary department, and was shortly thereafter named Senior RVT, 

my current title. Summer Sondag is the newest member of the veterinary department, 

joining the team in January 2017. Summer started her zoo career at the Santa Barbara Zoo 

and made her way to the Sacramento Zoo after moving to the area. Julie Clements 

came to the Sacramento Zoo last November as an on-call RVT, after working several 

years at the San Francisco Zoo. Summer, Julie and I all had several years of experience 

in small animal medicine prior to entering the zoo medicine field.

Most RVTs start their careers in small animal medicine. This experience is the 

foundation we use every day to grow from. During this time, we learned to apply 

skills that were taught in school such as phlebotomy (drawing blood), monitoring 

animals under anesthesia, patient care, dose calculation and laboratory tests.  

From there, RVTs interested in zoo medicine must find opportunities to gain 

experience with non-domestic species. Examples include volunteering at a local 

zoo or wildlife rehabilitator, or working at a mixed species practice that sees birds, 

reptiles and small mammals. As zoo RVTs we are required to know about every 

species in our care. That means our general knowledge of cats and dogs must photos: julie clements [middle], alison mott showing visitors 
a flamingo chick [bottom], summer sondag showing zoo 
campers a western pond turtle [next page]
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Thank you for being part of the flock! 

November is Member Appreciation Month! Enjoy 
exclusive offers and fun things to do for Sacramento 
Zoo members all month.

Member Appreciation Mornings >> Friday and Saturdays 9 to 10 a.m.

Bundle up the family and visit the zoo before we open to the public! Enjoy free rides, 

a 20 percent discount in the Zoofari Market gift store and so much more!

Not a zoo member? 

Visit saczoo.org/membership or call 916-808-5888 to join today! Benefits include 

a year of general admission to the Sacramento Zoo, discounts on special event 

tickets, savings on visits to other zoos and more!
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expand to include hoof stock, large carnivores, primates, 

birds, reptiles, amphibians, and even invertebrates. We also 

utilize continuing education to learn from other veterinarians 

and RVTs in the field. The Association of Zoo Veterinary 

Technicians (AZVT) holds an annual conference each year 

where we can share new techniques, cases, and experiences 

with our colleagues from around the world. I even had the 

opportunity to share Goody the giraffe’s veterinary case and 

the unique care she receives at the Sacramento Zoo for her 

arthritis during the AZVT conference in 2016.  

My most memorable case was in 2013. I was part of a 

25-member team to help place a ureteral stent in the male 

Sumatran tiger, Castro. It took a lot of coordination and the 

use of very specialized equipment to perform the operation. 

We had specialists from the UC Davis veterinary school as 

well as human specialists involved in the process. I was a 

part of “Team Anesthesia” that monitored Castro throughout 

the procedure. It was rewarding to know that we could help 

Castro as a veterinary team. 



Sacramento is proud to be America’s Farm-to-Fork Capital, feeding the 

world from over 1.5 million acres of farmland throughout the region.  

Since 2012, when the official farm-to-fork movement began, the Sacramento 

community has highlighted many of its diverse and wide-ranging offerings 

including rice, almonds, tomatoes and more with weekly farmers’ markets 

and of course, Farm-to-Fork week in September!

The Sacramento Zoo is no stranger to the farm-to-fork movement and 

has increased its sustainability and offerings of local fare right alongside 

the regional movement. From the browse fed to the animals that comes 

right from the zoo’s own backyard (and our neighbors’ backyards!) to the 

delectable treats served at Kampala Café and Savannah Snacks, the food 

consumed at the zoo is locally sourced from less than 300 miles.

Take a stroll behind Kampala Café and you’ll notice a seasonal garden 

planted by the zoo’s horticulturalist, featuring eggplant, rosemary and some 

edible wildflowers for the zoo’s animals. If you meander toward the gibbon 

exhibit, you’ll notice a browse garden featuring some of the zoo animals’ 

favorite treats including camellia for the primates, acacia for the giraffes 

and plenty of bamboo throughout the zoo for the adorable red pandas!

Even the zoo’s fundraising events feature locally sourced food!  

This year, the zoo was proud to partner with Save Mart Supermarkets  

for Ice Cream Safari, and all the ice cream served at the event was 

from dairy farms within California, meaning you could indulge while 

knowing you were helping the zoo and local farmers!

Hopefully the next time you visit the zoo, you’ll notice all the ways in which 

the animals and our guests experience farm-to-fork, just as you can at 

home and in your local restaurants.



Animal Chatter
CARNIVORES There are many changes happening in the 

zoo’s lion enclosure! This fall the young female lions, 

Saphira and Inara, will be moving to Little Rock Zoo 

in Arkansas as part of the Association of Zoos and 

Aquariums African Lion Species Survival Plan® planned 

transfers. The females of a lion pride often stay together; 

keeping with this natural behavior, the girls will be moving 

together to start the foundation of their own pride.

Additionally, the new structures you can now see in the 

lion exhibit were completed in July. These structures 

allow the lions added climbing and resting opportunities 

as well as shade, added shelter and even heat pads for 

the winter!

For those wanting to know how Demarcus (the zoo’s male 

cub who departed this spring) is doing at the Turtle Back Zoo, 

he is settling into the newly built exhibit and becoming 

accustomed to his new habitat and dedicated keepers. 

Staff at the Turtle Back Zoo are in the process of introducing 

Demarcus to his female pride members. 

BIRDS If you visited the zoo earlier in the summer, you may 

have noticed “eggs” on the mud mounds (nests) created by 

the American flamingo flock in their nesting area. These fake 

eggs are placed on the nests to encourage the flock to lay 

eggs of their own. From their real eggs, hatched six chicks.

At the corner of the black and white ruffed lemur habitat, there is 

a new bird exhibit for the crested couas! These Madagascan 

birds are found in the forest ranges of both the Coquerel’s sifaka 

(on the northwestern coast of Madagascar) and the black and 

white ruffed lemurs (on the eastern coast of Madagascar). 

As you will notice, the location of the exhibit is next to the 

two lemur species with which the coua shares a habitat in 

the wild.

photos: [left to right], inara and saphira, african lion sisters, adult african lions, 
working on the lion structure, american flamingo on egg, american flamingo chick, 
crested coua



Upcoming Events & Special Programming 
        At the Sacramento Zoo

SENIOR TEA & TOURS
Mondays: September 25, October 2 & 16
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Your group will be met by volunteer docent educators and will tour part of the 

zoo. During the tea break you’ll be treated to ice tea, lemonade and water, 

plus ‘tea sandwiches’, salad and cookies. All Tea & Tours programs start 

at the front gate of the zoo at 9:30 a.m. For seniors only, ages 55 and over. 

Sign up today at saczoo.org/education or by calling 916-808-5888 today.

DEAF AWARENESS DAY
Saturday, September 23
9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Join us for a special day for our deaf and hard of hearing 

community sponsored by NorCal Services for Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing. The zoo will have ASL interpreters on 

site for the event. There are limited facilities for service 

animals. Please call 916-808-5888 in advance for service 

animal information.

WILD AFFAIR
Saturday, September 16
5:30 to 9:30 p.m.

The Sacramento Zoo’s 21st annual gala, Wild Affair, is one of the most important 

fundraising events for the zoo. Entirely back on zoo grounds this year, Wild Affair is an 

elegant night where guests can experience a new side of the zoo and play an integral part 

in shaping its future. Guests enjoy intimate behind-the-scenes animal tours, an exceptional 

farm-to-fork dinner, great entertainment, live and silent auctions – and the opportunity to 

make a difference at the Sacramento Zoo! VIP Entrance is at 5 p.m. For reservations visit 

saczoo.org/wildaffair or call 916-808-8815. Zoo closes early at 1:30 p.m.

MIKE’S CAMERA PHOTO SAFARI 
WORKSHOP
3-day course
September 21, 24 & 26, 2017

Hone your photography skills by focusing your lens on  

Sacramento Zoo’s colorful creatures with Mike’s Camera  

for a Photo Safari Workshop! 

Visit saczoo.org/photosafari for more information



RED PANDA DAY
Saturday, September 30
10 a.m. to 4 p.m

Join us for an interactive and educational 

event about red panda awareness and 

conservation. Guests can become “Red 

Panda Rangers” after stopping at the 

various Red Panda Stations and completing 

the panda activities. Other stations include 

face painting, flag decorating and more. 

Purchase raffle tickets for a chance to win 

your favorite red panda themed artwork, 

décor and other keepsakes. All proceeds 

benefit The Red Panda Network (RPN),  

a conservation group working directly with 

community-based organizations in Nepal.

BOO AT THE ZOO
Saturday, Sunday, October 28 & 29
11 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Get out those costumes, grab a trick-or-treat bag and head to the Sacramento Zoo 

for the daytime Boo at the Zoo! Enjoy trick-or-treating throughout the ENTIRE zoo at 

15 different candy stations, face painting for kids, festive games, themed stage shows, 

keeper chats and even animal enrichments. Top off a perfect day with a ride on the spooky 

zoo train or the creepy carousel for an additional fee.

MILITARY FAMILY DAY
Saturday, November 11
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

In appreciation for our troops, all military personnel, veterans 

and their families receive a 50 percent discount on zoo 

admission with a valid military identification card.

ESTATE PLANNING SEMINAR
Tuesday, October 17
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

This free informative seminar held at the zoo will navigate 

through a jungle of estate planning topics presented  

by local attorney Mark S. Drobny. Seating is limited,  

RSVP online at saczoo.org, by calling 916-808-8815 or 

email acable@saczoo.org by October 10 to guarantee 

your seat. Lunch will be provided.

MEMBER APPRECIATION MORNINGS
Fridays & Saturdays in November | 9 to 10 a.m.

Members get free rides on the Zoo Train and Conservation Carousel and a 20 percent 

discount in the Zoofari Market gift store.

WINTER MINI CAMP REGISTRATION
1st through 8th grade camp
Tuesday, November 28  | 12 p.m.

Winter Hours
 November – January [ 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. ]
 Zoo Closed Thanksgiving Day
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FLAMINGO CHICKS HATCHING 
The Sacramento Zoo is thrilled to announce the 

hatching of six American flamingo chicks!  

The eggs hatched between June 28 and July 30. 

The chicks are being hand-reared behind-the-

scenes by the zoo’s dedicated veterinary and 

animal care teams. Around-the-clock care for the 

chicks includes feedings, health checks, growth 

monitoring and regular exercise such as daily 

walks to strengthen their delicate legs. The chicks 

will soon live on the lake full-time when they are 

large enough thrive on their own. 

The Sacramento Zoo is home to 36 adult 

American flamingos. The last time a flamingo egg 

was laid and successfully hatched at the zoo was 

in 1999. Prior to the recent hatchings, the zoo 

hatched 28 flamingos in its 90-year history and 

has housed American flamingos since 1966.  

One of the original eight flamingos that arrived in 

1966 still resides on the zoo’s lake.


