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Greetings Zoo Friends,

I am honored to join the Sacramento community as the new Director 

& CEO of your zoo. I have visited over 200 zoos around the world and 

the Sacramento Zoo is unique for having huge community support in a 

charming neighborhood on a 14.7-acre campus. Although there might be 

many zoos that are larger than Sacramento’s, our zoo has a HUGE impact 

on conservation, both locally and internationally with programs dedicated 

to saving local wildlife such as reptiles and amphibians and global focuses 

for species such as red panda and snow leopard. 

Zoo staff is finalizing plans to transform the zoo into a world-class insti-

tution with a major focus on guest experiences, education programs, and 

animal conservation. Within the next year you will hear more about the 

physical changes to come, as well as new program, animals and events. 

As we move forward with plans for the future, I’m interested in hearing 

from you. Please feel free to contact me at the zoo with your suggestions 

as to what you would like to see at the Sacramento Zoo. 

Jason Jacobs

Director & CEO, Sacramento Zoo 

zoodirector@saczoo.org

Calling all Members
The Sacramento Zoological Society will hold a meeting for members on 

Wednesday, April 18, at 5:30 p.m. in the Kampala Conference Room.  

The Board of Trustees will host a special informative evening for  

members to discuss the zoo’s role in the community, past and future. 

Your feedback is welcome. RSVP to 916-808-5888 by April 13.  
Seating is limited. 



RALLYING FOR GREVY’S ZEBRA
Sacramento Zoo Education Specialist, Chris Llewellyn, joined the second 

national census of the endangered Grevy’s zebra and reticulated giraffe 

in Africa, called the Great Grevy’s Rally. The census teams were made up 

of citizen scientists, conservationists, national and county governments, 

scientists, local conservancies and others. Representation from U.S. zoos 

included the Sacramento Zoo, San Diego Zoo, Saint Louis Zoo, Oklahoma 

City Zoo, Zoo Miami, Disney’s Animal Science and Environment, and Lion 

Country Safari. Chris took us with her on this conservation journey and 

shared her experiences with us along the way.

After a long flight, Chris arrived at the Jomo Kenyatta Interna-
tional Airport, Nairobi. Chris used the downtime on her first 
day to visit the David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust’s Orphans’  
Project where they rescue and rehabilitate orphaned  
elephants and rhinos.

Chris also visited a Kazuri bead-making workshop. Situated 
on what was once a part of Karen von Blixen’s coffee plan-
tation, there is now a small workshop where ceramic jewelry 
and beads are made by Kenyan women.

Training day! Training was taught by Belinda Low from the 
Grevy’s Zebra Trust and David Kimiti from Lewa Wildlife  
Conservancy. Participants received the cameras that are 
used to track and identify the individual zebras and learned 
about the data collection process and how their participation 
will be used to help African wildlife.

Chris’s team did not spot a single zebra during the census; no 
sightings is still important data. In total 170 teams covered over 
25,000 square kilometers in 5 counties of Northern Kenya and 
collectively took over 100,000 photographs. The photos will be 
submitted for analysis and the official results of the census will 
be completed by June 2018.

In the late 1970’s there were an estimated 15,000 Grevy’s 
zebra in the wild. Today fewer than 2,500 remain. The Grevy’s 
zebra has suffered one of the most drastic population declines 
of any African mammal, due to climate change, habitat loss and 
competition with livestock. The Great Grevy’s Rally is a census 
of the population, which will aid Grevy’s Zebra Trust and their 
conservation partners to safeguard the future of the Grevy’s 
zebra. The Sacramento Zoo is proud to be a longtime supporter 
of the Grevy’s Zebra Trust.

DAYS 
05+06

DAY 01

DAY 03

PHOTOS [Top to bottom]: Chris at Wildlife Trust’s Orphans’  

Project, Kazuri bead-making shop, Chris and representatives 

from other U.S. zoos, Grevy’s zebra in the wild

YOU CAN READ MORE ABOUT CHRIS’S TRIP, WATCH VIDEOS AND  

SEE PHOTOS AT SACZOO.ORG/ZEBRA



At the Sacramento Zoo we believe it is possible to turn 

the current extinction crisis around; people just need 

motivation. That’s why it is our mission to inspire our 

visitors to take some form of conservation action. To do 

this, we must lead by example. In 2017, the Sacramento 

Zoo supported more than three dozen animal conservation 

programs around the world. By approaching the problem 

from different angles, we are all working toward the 

common goal of saving species. 

This is just a sample of the work we’ve done for 

conservation over the past year. 

PROTECTING NATIVE WILDLIFE:  
Mountain Lion Foundation

Mountain lions are part of the native wildlife in our 

backyard. Locally, the Mountain Lion Foundation works 

to preserve the native population of mountain lions 

through legislation and engaging the public in solutions. 

Mountain lions are known as an “indicator species” 

and as such, population threats directly impact other 

species that share habitat with these elusive cats. With 

the support of the Sacramento Zoo, the foundation is 

working to educate local farmers and livestock owners 

on effective ways to safeguard their properties without 

endangering the neighboring mountain lions and is using 

cameras to track local mountain lion populations.  



CONFLICT MITIGATION:  
Human/Lion Mitigation

The populations of large carnivores is on the decline all over the world, and 

Kenya’s carnivores are no exception. Despite their reduced populations, African 

lions and other big cats still cause problems for pastoralists, farmers and 

conservation managers. A recent program the Sacramento Zoo supported 

addresses the mitigation of human-lion conflict in Amboseli National Park 

in Kajiado County in Kenya through local community capacity-building and 

empowerment. One of the ways the conflict is being reduced by training herders 

on protective methods to keep livestock safe without harming wildlife. It also 

includes building cattle sheds that protect the livestock and deter predators. 

SPECIES RESEARCH:  
Giant Anteater Collar Project

The Cerrado region of Brazil is one of the richest and most ecologically 

diverse savannas in the world. With increasing agricultural production, 

this region is also becoming more urbanized, with roadways impacting 

local wildlife populations. A group of researchers is now undergoing 

a four-year project with the goal of monitoring the impact of local 

roadways on the giant anteater population and hopefully finding 

solutions to help mitigate the impact. This research includes tagging 

the animals to track their movement patterns, as well as attaching 

reflective collars onto the giant anteaters to hopefully make them more 

visible to oncoming traffic when they do need to cross the roads. 

CONNECTING WITH COMMUNITIES:  
New Nature Foundation 

The New Nature Foundation works in conjunction with the 

Kibale National Park in Uganda to empower the community 

to utilize the natural resources around them, while working to 

simultaneously conserve those resources. The Sacramento Zoo 

has been a longtime supporter of New Nature Foundation’s stove 

campaign that saves over three million pounds of wood each year. 

Using efficient stoves brings dramatic improvements for the people 

and environment around Kibale — saving firewood, producing less 

smoke, modernizing rural kitchens and so much more.



Through the Sacramento Zoo’s Quarters for Conservation program, each 

time you visited the zoo last year, you were given a token representing the 

portion of your admission or membership that went directly to conservation 

projects locally and around the world. You used that token to add your 

support to one of three programs helping to save species in the wild.

You selected, and the totals are in! The Mountain Lion Foundation 

received 107,022 votes, the Red Panda Network received 106,001 votes, 

and 78,560 votes were cast for the Union Island Gecko Conservation 

program. Each program will receive at least $5,000 with additional funds 

based on the number of votes received.

With the final tally of the 2017 votes counted, you can begin casting your 

votes for the 2018 projects! 

YOUR CHANGE MAKES A CHANGE: 



BELIZE MANATEE REHABILITATION
Once considered the regional stronghold with an estimated 700 to 1,000 individuals, 

over the past five years, the Antillean manatee population in Belize has been impacted 

by significantly increased mortality events. These deaths have been caused by increasing 

tourism boat traffic in key manatee habitats. Injured and/or orphaned manatees found 

in the coastal waters of Belize are brought to the Manatee Rehabilitation Centre at 

Wildtracks for rehabilitation and eventual release back into the wild. The rehabilitation 

process can take as long as three-and-a-half years, depending on the age of the animal 

and the severity of its injuries. With such a low population count, it is critically important 

to facilitate the return of every animal to the wild.

Support of this project will go directly toward the construction of a second neonate 

intensive care pool for orphaned calves and the necessary supplies to rehabilitate and 

release manatees back into the wild. Votes for this program help fund the care of baby 

manatees to get them back to the wild! 

RESTORING FOOTHILL YELLOW-LEGGED FROG POPULATIONS
This headstart program for the foothill yellow-legged frog includes hatching eggs and 

safely rearing the tadpoles into juvenile frogs. Once they are large enough, the young 

adult frogs will be released along the Feather River where habitat restoration has taken 

place. After release, the frogs will continue to be monitored and will receive assistance 

during migration.

Foothill yellow-legged frogs need habitat protection and recovery efforts to avoid 

extinction. Protecting these frogs will benefit other wildlife and many river and stream 

ecosystems in California that we rely on for recreation, open space and drinking water.

Frogs are croaking in record numbers! Your support of this project helps restore  

yellow-legged frogs to the Feather River. Eggs are collected, hatched and young 

frogs are released back into restored habitat. Supporting this project is taking part 

in a positive action to save a native California species and give it legs to thrive and 

repopulate in the wild. Hop to it and save the frogs!

PAINTED DOG CONSERVATION IN ZIMBABWE
Part of pack life for the painted dog is taking care of the young, sick, old, and disabled. 

These social dogs are one of the most endangered carnivores in the world, with  

approximately 5,000 existing in the wild and one-sixth of this population in Zimbabwe.  

The loss of quality habitat and poaching are driving the painted dogs toward extinction. 

Poaching, being caught in snares, and loss of habitat is driving the painted dog toward 

extinction. It is a howling success! Join the pack to save the painted dogs.



Recycling Our Rebrand 
By Jaime Wilson, Digital Media Manager & Green Team Lead

In July 2017, the Sacramento Zoo underwent a complete rebrand. Rebranding an 

organization is a huge feat and once you have your fancy new logo, you don’t want the 

old logo on anything! But of course, that means replacing uniforms, name tags, cases of 

letterhead and so much more. The waste of throwing all of these items away would be 

enormous, and for a conservation organization like the Sacramento Zoo, this was not  

an option! 

During the planning phase of the rebrand, a small team of passionate zoo employees 

joined together to find creative solutions to keep as much out of the landfill as possible. 

The recycle/rebrand project was born! A coordinated effort was developed with the 

roll-out of the rebrand that began with the enthusiastic collection of the now out-of-date 

items, followed by an extensive repurposing plan.

Figuring out what to do with uniforms that had the old logo proved to be the first 

challenge. Sweatshirts were cut into sections for animal bedding and donated to a 

local wildlife rescue, t-shirts were cut up for use as rags and polo shirts are still being 

used in an animal enrichment public education station where visitors can braid them 

into ropes that are washed and given to the animals. Unworn uniforms were donated 

to the Wildlife Conservation Network for distribution to partners in other countries 

and 403 pieces were shredded down to be recycled back into fabric. All 1,958 

uniform pieces collected were repurposed, down to the buttons for crafts. We even 

used the docent’s yellow fleece vests to make adorable lion pillows in the pre-K Little 

Peeps class!

1,339 pounds of paper products with the outdated brand could have been recycled, but 

our goal was to reuse it at least once more before it hit the recycle bin! Brochures with 

animal photos were cut up for summer camp and visitor crafts. After the zoo name was 

cut off of stickers, they were used to cover logos on presentation folders that were then 

donated to a local school. Renewal letters and leftover brochure paper are being used 

for animal enrichment in the form of paper chains, and shredded paper for primates to 

search through for food. We made notepads, flashcard rings, notebooks and even some 

Christmas decorations with all that paper! In the end 74% of old branded material was 

repurposed or reused, and 26% went directly into the recycle bin.

The more challenging items to repurpose were plastic name tags, stamps and signage. 

While 6% of the signage and vinyl sign stickers ended up in the landfill, over 3,261 

square feet of vinyl and plastic signs are being repurposed and recycled throughout the 

zoo and beyond. The name tags turned into bedazzle-your-own tags for Zoo Teens and 

the stamps have been reused with new foam animal prints for camp.

Overall, the Sacramento Zoo recycle/rebrand project was a success with staff from all 

departments helping give items with the old logo at least one more life cycle.  

PHOTOS: [top] Coquerel’s  

sifaka enjoying shredded  

paper enrichment, [bottom] 

an old logo uniform shirt 

being used by Wildlife  

Care Association



Animal Chatter
PRIMATES Working with recommendations from the Coquerel’s Sifaka Species 

Survival Plan® (SSP), we’ve introduced the resident female, Eros, to a male. The male, 

Bertarido, arrived from the LA Zoo in December of 2017.  Although the pairing is new 

here at the Sacramento Zoo, the two are familiar with each other, they were mates at 

the LA Zoo. In preparation for a potential sifaka infant, and to assist in their general 

care, the zoo’s newest Primary Primate Keeper, Andrea Haverland, visited the Duke 

Lemur Center in late January of 2018 for an intense 3-day training visit on all things 

sifaka. The Duke Lemur Center houses the largest number of sifaka in the world, 

and possess great knowledge on the husbandry of the species. 

UNGULATES Rocket, the Masai giraffe, turns two in April. With his changing status 

in age and size, also comes a recommendation for a change in his home location. 

Working with the Masai giraffe SSP we have identified a new home for Rocket at the 

Turtle Back Zoo in New Jersey, where he will be part of a bachelor herd. Visit saczoo.

org for updates on Rocket’s departure. 

BIRDS The five flamingo chicks that hatched in the summer of 2017 have successfully 

been integrated into the flock at our lake exhibit at the front of the zoo. You will still 

be able to tell them from the adults as their plumage has not yet become as pink and 

vibrant as the adults. 

Pelican Profile
The majority of the animals at the zoo were all either born at the Sacramento Zoo, 

or at another AZA-accredited zoo and moved to Sacramento based on a breeding 

recommendation by the coordinator for that species. However, the zoo’s resident 

pelicans, Zamboni and Montana, have a unique story of how they ended up in 

Sacramento. About six years ago, both birds were brought to the Sacramento Zoo 

from a Montana rehabilitation facility as a result of injuries they both independently 

sustained in the wild. Zamboni has the most noticeable injury – a missing wing caused 

by abandoned monofilament fishing line becoming wrapped tightly around it. While it is 

not a regular occurrence, the zoo is happy to provide a safe home for these two birds 

who were deemed to not be releasable back into the wild by U.S. Fish and Wildlife. 

To closely monitor how much they are eating, zookeepers have trained the pelicans to 

voluntarily stand on round wooden stations and wait for their fish to be tossed to them. 

You wouldn’t think that large birds who swallow their meals whole would be picky, but 

these two sure are! Montana, the female pelican, enjoys capelin while Zamboni, the 

male, does not.

Both birds were originally placed on the lake shared with the flamingos. However, last 

year they moved to new accommodations: the lake exhibit across from the thick-billed 

parrots. You can now see them up-close on the path that separates the two lakes. 

COQUERLE’S SIFAKA, BERTARIDO

GIRAFFE, ROCKET

YOUNG FLAMINGOS



Upcoming Events & Special Programming 
        At the Sacramento Zoo

LITTLE PEEPS
March 1, 2, 8, 9, 15, 16 Thursdays & Fridays:  
9:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Little Peeps classes are two hours long and designed 

for 3 to 5-year-olds with a caregiver. Each class will 

focus on a different theme and will include a mini lesson, 

fun craft and other activities such as stories and songs 

to expand learning. Preregistration required. 

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTEST

During the month of April, all of Sacramento will celebrate the art of 
photography.  As a participant in Photography Month the zoo will be  
hosting a photo contest.

Visit saczoo.org for more information on how you can participate. 

EGGstravaganZOO
March 31 & April 1, Saturday & Sunday:  
10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Hop, skip and jump to the Sacramento Zoo as it blooms 

with egg-cellent Easter fun including age-specific egg 

hunts, colorful crafts, animal enrichments and goody bags.  

All included with general zoo admission!

MIKE’S CAMERA PHOTOGRAPHY WORKSHOP SAFARI
March 8, 11 & 13

Hone your photography skills by focusing your lens on the zoo’s colorful creatures with 

Mike’s Camera for a Photo Safari Workshop! Don’t forget to register early since these 

workshops are limited to 25 people.

38TH ANNUAL ZOOZOOM 
Sunday, April 15: First race starts at 8 a.m.

Join the pride as thousands of runners raise funds to benefit 

the Sacramento Zoo. sacramentozoozoom.com



EARTH FEST & STUFFED  
ANIMAL CLINIC
Saturday, April 21: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Learn about the environment, conservation and how you 

can have an impact on the world around you right from 

your own home! Bring your plush friend and a stuffed 

animal veterinarian will assess the overall health of your 

stuffed animal, make a diagnosis based on the symp-

toms and sew up any tears.

STAR WARS DAY: MAY THE FOREST BE WITH YOU
Saturday, April 28: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Meet your favorite Star Wars characters without making a trip to a galaxy far, far away. Cos-

tumed characters are members of the 501st Legion, Central California Garrison.

BIG DAY OF GIVING
May 3 Thursday:  
Midnight to Midnight

Support the nonprofit Sacramento Zoo at 

saczoo.org/bigdayofgiving

MIKE’S CAMERA AND LENS DEMO 
DAY AND TEST DRIVE
May 6 Sunday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Join Mike’s Camera at the Sacramento Zoo and test drive 

the latest camera, telephoto, lenses and other photo gear 

from leading manufacturers.

WELLS FARGO WEDNESDAY 
First Wednesday of Every Month: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Bring your kids to the Sacramento Zoo for free the first 

Wednesday of every month thanks to the generosity of 

Wells Fargo! Up to four kids, ages 2-11 will be admitted 

for free with a paid adult.

NATURE EXPLORERS

Last Saturday of Each Month: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

Get wild about nature at the Sacramento Zoo! Enjoy a 

new way for young nature explorers and their grownups 

to investigate the wilderness in their own backyard. 

Activities are free with paid admission to the zoo.

SENIOR TEA & TOURS
May 7 Monday: 9:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Have a pleasant cup of tea and a guided 

tour of the Sacramento Zoo! Designed for 

seniors ages 55 and over.

WINE & BREW AT THE ZOO
May 12 Saturday: 5 to 8 p.m.

Enjoy samples of local wine and beer from some of your favorite wineries 

and breweries. Zoo closes early at 1:30 p.m.

CELEBRATE! ALL ABOUT BIRDS
May 19 Saturday: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Celebrate the 350 species of North American birds that 

migrate between their breeding grounds and wintering 

grounds every year. Migratory Bird Day presented by the 

Greater Sacramento American Association of Zoo Keepers!

ESTATE PLANNING SAFARI
May 23 Wednesday: 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

Well-known local attorney and estate planning specialist 

Mark S. Drobny will help you navigate through a jungle 

of topics in this FREE, informative seminar. Lunch will be 

provided. Pre-registration is required. 
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• We no longer hand out paper  
 programs at special events

• The Zoofari Market gift store  
 has begun selling toys with less  
 plastic packaging

• Water features throughout the zoo  
 and exhibits utilize recirculating  
 water systems

• The zoo offsets carbon emissions  
 from employee flights and  
 zoo vehicles 

• 47 tons of food waste were collected 
 from the Kampala Café and turned  
 into natural gas in 2017

• 7,746 pounds of fruit and vegetable  
 scraps from animal diet preparation  
 were composted directly into local  
 community gardens

TO TACKLE OUR BIGGEST ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES, WE SHOULD 

ZERO IN ON THEIR DIRECT CAUSES: THE VAST MAJORITY OF EARTH’S  

SPECIES EXTINCTIONS, RESOURCE DEPLETION, FRESHWATER DECLINE, 

AND CLIMATE CHANGE ARE CAUSED BY HOW WE USE AND PRODUCE 

FOOD, WATER, AND ENERGY. 

Have you noticed some of the ways the Sacramento Zoo has gone green?


