
 
 

Summer Camp 

Class Descriptions 2023 

Classes are divided up by the grade level which children will 

be entering in the fall. Each class level is labeled with a 

color. Not all age ranges are offered each week. Please read 

the descriptions carefully. 
_____________________________________________________________ 

All grade levels will participate in the following experiences during Zoo Camp: 

 

• Silly songs and fun crafts 

• Interactive lessons and games 

• Partial or full zoo tours 

• Interaction with zookeepers 

• Animal encounters and/or 

experiences 

• The making and/or watching of a 

special enrichment for a resident 

animal  

• Ride on the Zoo Train or 

Conservation Carousel 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Summer Zoo Camp incorporates California Next Generation Science Standards 

 

Red: Kindergarten (half day) 
Each red camp is Monday – Friday, three hours per day from 9 a.m. to 

12 p.m, and it is designed for students entering Kindergarten in the 

fall.   

 

Mad about Mammals: June 5-9  
We are mad about mammals here at the zoo, from lions to otters to 
hedgehogs! Join us to learn what makes a mammal a mammal, and 
why they are so great! 

Treetop Trek: June 12-16  
It’s not just birds who call the trees their home! From parrots to pythons, trek with us through the 
treetops to learn who lives high up in the forest. 
 

Wild Wardrobe: June 19-23     

Why does a snow leopard wear a beautiful spotted coat, and why are an okapi’s legs striped? Why 

does a hedgehog wear spikes when a snake has smooth scales? Come find out the answers to these 

questions and more this week as we learn all about animal coverings. 

Jazzy Jumpers: June 26-30  

Leap like a lemur or hop like a frog all the way to the zoo. Come learn all about nature’s jumpers!  

 

 

  



 
 

 

Red continued: Kindergarten (half day)  

 

Artistic Animals: July 5-7   
Young artists will go wild at this art-based camp! Let your animal 
instincts free with crafts and art projects all week. Campers will 
use zoo animals and the natural world around them for 
inspiration. 

Paws, Claws, and Jaws: July 17-21  

Take a special look at the strong and sharp tools 

animals carry on their bodies every day. Snow 

leopards don’t have snow shoes they can put on, and 

hawks don’t have forks and knives for eating. Learn 

about the fierce adaptations these animals use every 

day to stay alive. 
 

Nature’s Nursery: July 24- 28     

Do baby animals look the same as their parents, or 

do they start out different? Campers will learn about 

how animals change as they grow or go through a 

metamorphosis, how they stay safe in the wild, and 

so much more! 

  

 

 

  



 
 

 

Green: 1st and 2nd Grade (full-day) 
Each green camp is Monday – Friday, seven hours a day from 9 a.m. to 

4 p.m., and is designed for students entering 1st or 2nd grade in the fall.   

 

Let’s Make Tracks: June 5-9 

Webbed feet, hooves, toes, and claws! Different animals use their feet 

to move or catch food in their habitats. We will see just how much we 

can learn about an animal just by looking at their feet and the tracks 

they leave behind.   

Rainforest Romp: June 12-16     
Spend the week exploring this fascinating ecosystem. Jump your way through each layer of the 

rainforest, from the forest floor to the emergent layer, meeting some amazing creatures along the 

way! 

Neat Beaks: June 19-23    

Birds are so diverse; each species is unique with a beak and feet 

built specifically for what they do and where they live. Join the 

flock this week to become a junior ornithologist! Learn all you can 

about our feathered friends! 

Prides of Predators: June 26-30   

Lions live in groups called prides which allow them to hunt and 

raise their young in groups. Some other animals survive better on 

their own! This week campers will learn who rules the pack and 

who prefers some alone time. 

 

  



 
 

 

Green continued: 1st and 2nd Grade (full-day) 

 

Feeding Frenzy: July 5-7 

What does a tortoise eat for a treat or a lion eat for lunch? Take a look 

at animal diets and learn the difference between a carnivore, herbivore, 

and omnivore. You will even leave camp with a recipe for your pets at 

home! 

Yuckology: July 10-14 

From owl pellets and smelly squirrel monkeys to regurgitating hedgehogs, animals do some weird, 

fascinating, and completely “yucky” stuff.  Spend the week with us discovering how being gross can 

be crucial to survival.  

Creative Camouflage: July 17-21 

This week campers will learn all about the different types of camouflage. Not all animals camouflage 

by blending in; some try to trick their predators by wearing a disguise! Can you see past their 

camouflage? 

We are Family: July 24-28     

Humans live in groups for most or all of our lives, and when we are young we need help from parents 

or other family members. Do animals do the same? This week we will learn why some animals live 

with family groups while others do not, and what different animal families look like! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
Blue: 3rd and 4th Grade (full-day)  
Each blue camp is Monday – Friday, seven hours a day from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m., and is designed for students entering 3rd or 4th grade in the fall.   

 

Animal Allies: June 5-9     
We are sharing our planet with millions of other animal species, so 
let’s be allies and help protect them! This week we will learn all about 
conservation: saving animals and habitats alike. By the end of the 
week, you will leave with concrete ways to help animals here in 
California as well as across the globe! 

Science Safari: June 12-16 
This week we will do all kinds of exciting scientific experiments and figure out why and how they work! 

Join us as we hypothesize, test, and analyze! This class will be a hands-on demonstration of how fun 

science can be, and how we use science to help wildlife. 

Wild Rivals: June 19-23  
Animals in the wild are always competing for territory, food, mates and even competing amongst their 
own groups for status. Join us this week to study animal competition and maybe even compete a bit 
yourselves. 

 In Living Color: June 26-30    

This art-based camp will allow campers to explore their creative side. Camp teachers will plan 

projects and teach art skills for campers to apply to animal projects throughout the week. Spend time 

sketching around the zoo, studying animals up-close, and bringing the zoo to life through art. 

Crafty Critters: July 5-7   
Animals are great at making what they need to survive! Do they build a burrow? Do they make their 
own tools? Campers will learn all about those clever animals and how they change their enviroment 
to suit their needs.  

 
 
 
  



 
 

   

Blue continued: 3rd and 4th Grade (full-day)  
 

Super Spies: July 10-14 

Jaguars are masters of hiding, lions stalk their prey silently and 

sneakily, and burrowing owls steal burrows from other creatures. 

Learn about these animals and more as we dive into the world of 

animal spies and thieves. You may even get the chance to try your 

hand at some spy techniques yourselves! 

Zoo Tube: July 17-21 

A big part of what we do here at the zoo is interpreting, or teaching, about animals to the general 

public, both in person and online! Campers will step in front of the camera this week to create fun and 

creative videos here at the zoo! We will write scripts, practice public speaking, and film videos to 

share what we love about the zoo and animals with others!  

Enrichment Extravaganza: July 24-28  

Zookeepers work hard to make sure each animal has enrichment every day. Enrichment is anything 

that provides environmental stimuli to our animals here at the zoo to enrich their lives or mirror wild 

behaviors. Learn what it takes to prepare these enrichments, why they are important, and even get a 

chance to design your own! 

 
 

 

  

  



 
 

 

Purple: 5th and 6th Grade (full day) 
Each purple camp is Monday – Friday, seven hours a day from 9 a.m. 

to 4 p.m., and is designed for students entering 5th or 6th grade in the 

fall.   

 

Wild Innovation: June 5-9    

Chimps make tools from sticks. Crows drop nuts in the street to let 

cars roll over them and crack their shells open. Burrowing owls spread 

other animals’ droppings around their burrows to attract delicious bugs. 

This week we will take a closer look at the innovative ways animals 

use the world around them to aid in their survival. Campers will use that knowledge to see what 

innovations they can come up with! 

Art for Animals: June 12-16 

This art-based camp will allow campers to explore their creative side while also helping wild animals! 

Camp teachers will plan projects as well as teach art skills for campers to apply to their own works. At 

the end of the week, campers will hold an art sale for friends, family, and zoo visitors, with all of the 

proceeds going towards a wildlife conservation organization voted on by the class! 

Earth 911: June 19-23    
The habitats of many amazing animals are in danger. Take on the role of a conservation activist and 

research what we can do to conserve the Earth's resources at home and around the world. Discover 

what it takes to care for endangered animals at the Zoo and to protect them in the wild. 

Extreme Zoo Makeover: June 26-30   

You have watched the animals at the zoo, 

but have you watched how they interact 

with their habitats? Campers will take a 

closer look at the habitats here at the zoo, 

study animals’ natural history and behavior, 

and work together to design their dream 

space! It may not be as easy as it sounds 

though; campers will take on the role of 

animal, guest, or zookeeper and find the 

best way to meet everyone’s needs.  

 

 

 



 
 

 

Purple continued: 5th and 6th Grade (full day) 
 

The Dark Side: July 10-14  

A different world wakes up as the sun goes down! Find out which 

animals prefer the darkness and how they survive without light. 

Campers will investigate the unique adaptations needed to manage in 

the dark and how a nocturnal lifestyle might benefit certain species. 

Super Science: July 17-21  
Campers will learn the basics of the scientific method through fun, 

engaging, and hands-on science experiments! Do zoos use science to 

help animals? Of course! Find out how science plays an important role in wildlife conservation and 

meet some animals along the way. 

Animal Instinct: July 24-28    
Have you ever wondered how lions know to hunt zebras or how geese know to fly south for winter? In 
this class, we will explore the instincts that animals have and learn whether they are really born with 
them or if they learn from those around them. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


